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New College of Architecture and Environmental Design Ambassadors Program Debuts at Cal Poly
Homecoming
SAN LUIS OBISPO - This weekend, when Cal Poly alumni return to campus for Homecoming, they will see
the brand-new maroon polo shirts worn by the members of the new College of Architecture and
Environmental Design Ambassadors Program.
The student-run organization will serve as liaison between the college and parents and alumni and assist with
college visitor tours and special events. The group's first large-scale involvement will be this week's
Homecoming 2003: The Spirit of Cal Poly.
At Homecoming, the CAED Ambassadors will help the college celebrate 40 years of building experimental
structures in Poly Canyon with a "virtual tour" of the canyon given in the comfortable confines of the
college's Gallery, Room 105 of the Architecture and Environmental Design Building. The tours start Friday,
as the student group joins Dean R. Thomas Jones in hosting the college's class of '53 for a "Back to Class"
tour, followed by a Parents Program tour.
On Saturday the public is invited to the Gallery for a free "Pre-Game Virtual Tour" from noon to 1 p.m.
During the tour, the public will have the opportunity to meet some of the Ambassadors and see student design
projects.
"Our inaugural group of CAED Ambassadors represents all five of our majors, and these students are the
crème-de-la-crème of the college," said Ellen Notermann, Ambassadors co-advisor and director of the
college's Advising Center. "They will represent us well as our student voice for visiting alumni, industry
representatives and advisory council members."
The group's other advisor, Architecture Professor Allan Cooper, added, "Considering the workload of our
majors, we really commend them for sharing their valuable time at CAED events and enhancing tours and the
impressions visitors receive of the college. We hold these student leaders in high esteem."
The CAED Ambassadors have 12 active members and are recruiting more.
Karl Johnson, an architecture major from Topeka, Kan., led the effort to establish the Ambassadors Program
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and is the group's first president.
"I reasoned that it required three things: dedicated members, a relationship with the college Dean's Office,
and campus events that required our assistance," Johnson said. "By the end of the last school year, we had
achieved all three."
CAED Ambassadors will assist at such coming campus events as new-student orientation, Open House,
Commencement and general college tours. For more information, call the College of Architecture and
Environmental Design at (805) 756-1311.
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